District Summer Reading List
Incoming 12th Graders for the 2018 – 2019 School Year
Parents/Guardians,
The purpose of summer reading is to encourage students to read an approved novel that appeals to their own
personal interests, instilling a love of reading as well as increasing literacy across the district. The following
books were chosen based on many criteria, including reading level, content, interest, and more.
Students should choose one book to read over the summer from the grade-level list below*. Happy reading!
12th Grade:
Title
Rebecca

Author
Daphne du
Maurier

Ophelia

Lisa Klein

Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde

Robert Louis
Stevenson

Genre
Fiction - Gothic
Mystery

Synopsis
With these words, the reader is ushered into an isolated gray
stone mansion on the windswept Cornish coast, as the second
Mrs. Maxim de Winter recalls the chilling events that transpired
as she began her new life as the young bride of a husband she
barely knew. For in every corner of every room were phantoms
of a time dead but not forgotten—a past devotedly preserved by
the sinister housekeeper, Mrs. Danvers: a suite immaculate and
untouched, clothing laid out and ready to be worn, but not by
any of the great house's current occupants. With an eerie
presentiment of evil tightening her heart, the second Mrs. de
Winter walked in the shadow of her mysterious predecessor,
determined to uncover the darkest secrets and shattering truths
about Maxim's first wife—the late and hauntingly beautiful
Rebecca.
Fiction - Young
He is Hamlet, Prince of Denmark; she is simply Ophelia. If you
Adult
think you know their story, think again.
In this reimagining of Shakespeare's famous tragedy, it is Ophelia
who takes center stage. A rowdy, motherless girl, she grows up
at Elsinore Castle to become the queen's most trusted lady-inwaiting. Ambitious for knowledge and witty as well as beautiful,
Ophelia learns the ways of power in a court where nothing is as
it seems. When she catches the attention of the captivating,
dark-haired Prince Hamlet, their love blossoms in secret. But
bloody deeds soon turn Denmark into a place of madness, and
Ophelia's happiness is shattered. Ultimately, she must choose
between her love for Hamlet and her own life. In desperation,
Ophelia devises a treacherous plan to escape from Elsinore
forever . . . with one very dangerous secret.
Fiction The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is about a London
Psychological
lawyer named Gabriel John Utterson who investigates strange
Thriller/Suspense occurrences between his old friend, Dr. Henry Jekyll, and the evil
Edward Hyde. The work is commonly associated with the rare
mental condition often spuriously called "split personality",
referred to in psychiatry as dissociative identity disorder, where
within the same body there exists more than one distinct
personality. In this case, there are two personalities within Dr.

Wuthering
Heights

Emily Bronte

Fiction - Gothic
Romance

David
Copperfield

Charles
Dickens

Fiction - Artist’s
Growth to
Maturity

Jekyll, one apparently good and the other evil; completely
opposite levels of morality.
Wuthering Heights is a wild, passionate story of the intense love
between Catherine Earnshaw and Heathcliff, a foundling
adopted by Catherine's father. After Mr Earnshaw's death,
Heathcliff is bullied and humiliated by Catherine's brother
Hindley and wrongly believing that his love for Catherine is not
reciprocated, leaves Wuthering Heights, only to return years
later as a wealthy and polished man. He proceeds to exact a
terrible revenge for his former miseries. The action of the story is
chaotic and unremittingly violent, but the accomplished handling
of a complex structure, the evocative descriptions of the lonely
moorland setting and the poetic grandeur of vision combine to
make this unique novel a masterpiece of English literature.
David Copperfield is the story of a young man’s adventures on
his journey from an unhappy and impoverished childhood to the
discovery of his vocation as a successful novelist. Among the
gloriously vivid cast of characters he encounters are his
tyrannical stepfather, Mr. Murdstone; his formidable aunt,
Betsey Trotwood; the eternally humble yet treacherous Uriah
Heep; frivolous, enchanting Dora; and the magnificently
impecunious Micawber, one of literature’s great comic
creations. In David Copperfield—the novel he described as his
“favorite child”—Dickens drew revealingly on his own
experiences to create one of his most exuberant and enduringly
popular works, filled with tragedy and comedy in equal measure.

*Teachers may request to add a book to this list by submitting it through the school’s novel selection process.

