Slidell High School- Summer Reading
English II (G) 2022-2023
Dear Parents and Students,
Reading comprehension skills are essential to a student’s academic growth. These skills
can benefit a person for a lifetime. In an effort to nurture both the habits of good reading and the
love of reading, as well as develop strong reading skills, the following reading assignment has
been assigned to all English II Gifted level students. Every English II Gifted student must read
and annotate the novella Animal Farm over the summer.
Reading and annotations must be completed no later than August 12th, 2021, so get
started now! It is strongly suggested that a personal copy of this novel be obtained and annotated.
However, one may be checked out from the library and annotations can be done on post-it notes
or as split-page notes.
Book Synopsis:
A farm is taken over by its overworked, mistreated animals. With flaming idealism and stirring
slogans, they set out to create a paradise of progress, justice, and equality. Thus the stage is set
for one of the most telling satiric fables ever penned– a razor-edged fairy tale for grown-ups that
records the evolution from revolution against tyranny to a totalitarianism just as terrible. When
Animal Farm was first published, Stalinist Russia was seen as its target. Today it is devastatingly
clear that wherever and whenever freedom is attacked, under whatever banner, the cutting clarity
and savage comedy of George Orwell’s masterpiece have a meaning and message still
ferociously fresh.
Assignment:
Annotate this novel using the attached annotation guidelines. Complete reading and annotations
no later than Friday, August 12th. Complete the Summer Reading Project for Friday, August
19th. Project instructions will be delivered on Monday, August 8th.
Task: The most common complaint about annotating is that it slows down your reading. Yes, it
does. That’s the point. If annotating as you read annoys you, read a chapter, then go back and
annotate. Reading a text a second time is preferable anyway.
Bring your annotations to class the first day to be sure you’re on the right track. Approach the
work with an open mind. Let the text inspire you and stretch your imagination.

